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Montana to Michigan

When longtime friends Arline
Pust and Teresa Nollmeyer got on
the train in Montana, nothing
probably looked out of the ordinary.
But these are no ordinary women
and this was no ordinary trip. These
were CRI champions heading to
CRI headquarters on a mission trip
— to help prepare and send Bibles
and Christian resources to points
across the globe. Hear what they
had to say about the experience!

CRI: What was your trip like?

Arline: It was very educational.
It was interesting to see how they
actually handled things and be a
part of it for a few days.

Teresa: The whole experience
was wonderful! I would
definitely do it again. I wish I
lived there, I would volunteer on
a regular basis.

CRI: What kinds of things did
you do at CRI?

Arline: The first day we worked
on putting together packets to be
sent overseas. After that, we
worked on different projects.

Teresa: The thing I liked the best
was rearranging the children’s
book section! I wish I had started
on our first day there instead of
our last. Ididn’t get to finish it,
but I loved it!

CRI: What advice would you
give to those who want to take
a trip like this?

Both: Just do it!

CRI: How would you describe
the people at CRI?

Arline: They were very gracious
and invited us to a potluck dinner
while we were there!

CRI: On a scale of 1-10 how
would you rate your
experience?

Teresa: It was a 10! It was the
fulfillment of a dream. I’ve been
wanting to do that for 20 years!
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In last month’s Touchpoint, |
told you about a recent road trip I
took to see my new grandson. After
seeing him in pictures, I finally had
the chance to see him in person—
and the trip was definitely worth it!

I’ll let you in on a little secret:
I’'m even more excited for when that
little boy makes the trip to
grandpa’s house. My hope is that
our home is a place he never wants
to leave. I wouldn’t mind that at
all! T can’t wait for that reverse
road trip to grandpa’s house.

Reverse Road Trip...that’s a
term I coined for when the visited
become the visitors. As you read
this, our Road Trip trailer is out on
the road visiting folks and collecting
books. If the trailer wasn’t in your
area this time, hopefully it will be
soon since we plan to do that
several times a year. But in the
meantime, we want to invite you to
take a road trip of your own...and
come visit CRI headquarters!

In our last issue we asked our
champions to attach a personalized
note and a dollar to the book that
they were going to place on the
Road Trip trailer (or send on ahead).
This time we’re taking it a step
further and asking you to bring your
hands attached too!
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From the desk of Fred Palmerton
That’s right, - 4
friend. Its time for ‘ -
you to make the trip | .
to grandpa’s house .
and see how wedo =~ .
things around here.

to do more than just .

see, we want you to
get your hands a
little dirty and be
part of the fun!
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Here’s the plan:
Before you come over, encourage
your friends, family members or
others to donate their favorite
Christian book (for ideas check out
“15 Ideas for your Reverse Road
Trip”) along with $1 each to make
sure they get shipped. Then, just
contact John Lowrey at
john@cribooks.org or call him at
(517) 223-3193 and let him know
you’d like to come.

In This Issue:

Once you get here, you can help
get these books packed and ready to
ship. And, we can show you
around the place and get you
involved in shipping other books as
well.

This trip will be a blast. But
more importantly, this is your
chance as a champion to be even
more hands-on with our shared

(Continued on page 2)
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mission of getting Bibles and other
Christian books into the hands of
those who don’t have access to
these kinds of resources.

As you start planning your
Reverse Road Trip, here are a
couple ideas to get you started:

e Create a
the way! Do you have
friends or family along the
route? Rope them in! Let
them know when you’ll be
coming along and ask them
to help you by donating
some of their own books.

Ap

e Schedule a group tour! If
you are going to bring a
group with you on your
Reverse Road Trip, be sure
to schedule a tour by
contacting our office at
(517) 223-3193.

e Find out what materials
are currently needed!

First, go to our website at
www. cribooks.homestead.com

and click on the “About
CRI” link. Scroll to the
bottom of the page to access
a list of currently needed
materials.

e I'f you canot
still be involved! We
always need champions to
pick up the slack and
become part of the P&H
club so that those books that
didn’t come with shipping
money can get to their
destinations.

Come on, throw it in reverse
and come see us at the CRI
headquarters! We’ll see you soon!
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7 for 1 Specialdo Mission Trips

Seems like we’re all looking for
bargains these days. For many, this
cost-cutting also means a short-term
missions trip is out of reach.

t Nef angnprgd New inglinidyals
and teams can participate in
ministry in seven countries in one
trip — all for one low price.

How is that possible? By
taking a Reverse Road Trip to CRI,
you or your team can prepare and
ship missionaries — in the form of
Bibles and Christian resources — to

For CRI champions, books
aren’t just books—they are
missionaries

The books given through CRI
will eventually reach the mission
field in Mexico, India and many
other countries highlighted above
(For more info, see “7 for 1

SpesidheMissiqn Jrips”)¢ g n
Once they get there, they begin
sharing the Gospel message and
equipping pastors and other
ministry leaders to do God’s work.

If that’s not the definition of a
missionary, what is?

But before they ever get to the
mission field, they first have to
make their way off of bookshelves
of champions who want to extend
the impact of those books by
sending them to CRL

believers around the world.

So, get your team together — or
come on your own — and head to
CRI headquarters to participate in
ministry in the following countries:
Mexico, Philippines, India, Nepal,
Costa Rica, Russia and Bolivia.

Reaching 7 countries in 1 stop?
Talk about a bargain! To begin to
plan your trip, just contact John
Lowrey at john@cribooks.org or
call him at (517) 223-3193.

Often times, though, these
books arrive at CRI without the
funds to get them to their next
destination.

And that’s where you come in!
No one wants these missionaries
sitting in our warehouse collecting
dust—we want to get them out on
the mission field. That’s why the
Postage and Handling Club (P&H
Club) was formed.

P&H club members commit $25
or more each month to support the
traveling costs of these
missionaries.

Won’t you join the club? Your
monthly gift gets these books out of
the warehouse and onto the mission
field. The P&H Club is more than
just sending books, it’s sponsoring
missionaries. Will you join us?

15 Ideas For Your...
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You know another great thing
about a Reverse Road Trip to CRI?
You can collect books before you
go, or even along the route. The
possibilities are endless. Here are
some ideas to get you started:

Contact your friends or family
who live along the route and ask
them to contribute their
favorite Christian books (along
with a buck for shipping)!

Collect books by hosting a

to-dress up as their Ydvor
Christian author and to bring a
book written by that person!

Make it a race with relatives or
friends to see who can get to
CRI first and with the most
books and money for shipping.
Loser buys dinner!

Invite participants to donate one
of their favorite books in

BLE
2009

Sent Out - #

Bare Your Bookshelf
Packets Mailed - #

QGreat Crates - #
Power Packs - #

ca;lm party invifg erdsé

exchange for being entered into
a drawing to win dinner and a
movie!

5. Post about your trip on your

Facebook page and invite
friends to join you.

6. Make it a family camping trip!

Michigan offers a lot of great
camping/hiking spots.

7. Look up churches along the

route and contact them to see if
they would be willing to
participate by donating some
books or organizing a book
drive event!

8. Organize a “Bingo night” at

church inviting participants to
bring their favorite Christian
books and using the book titles
as Bingo squares!

9. See one of the Great Lakes

nearby and experience the fun
they have to offer along the

Trips are fun, but they can
sometimes be dangerous
depending on road conditions,
weather, and other drivers.

Such was the case with our
Kenya shipment as it traveled
through pirate-infested waters in
order to get to its destination.
Despite its hazardous journey, the

shore!

10. Make it a missions trip for your

Sunday school class, small
group, or youth group!

11. Take a “Spring Break” reverse
road trip and plan around the
kids’ school schedule!

12. Do a family book walk and ask

supporters to donate a book and

a buck for every lap or mile
walked!

13. Compete with another family
for most books and bucks
collected and take the trip
together!

14. Purchase books at a Christian
book store and bring them with
you!

15. Take some pictures of your trip
and send them our way along
with an email or letter! We’ll
share them in a future issue!

shipment arrived safely at its

destination. And those resources
are now being distributed to the
pastors and missionaries who need
them on the mission field.

Thank you! It was your
prayers that helped these books
arrive safely. We are so thankful
that we have a team of champions
who care so much!
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